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AUTO ACCIDENT REPORT
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS - AN OVERVIEW
Cases arising out of automobile accidents are by far the most common type of personal injury case in our court system today.  This is not surprising, given that every 10 seconds, someone in the United States is involved in a car accident, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).  Except in those states where legislation eliminating fault as an issue has been passed (no-fault laws), these cases are typically governed by the law of negligence.  Generally, people who operate automobiles must exercise “reasonable care under the circumstances.”  A failure to use reasonable care is considered negligence.  A person who negligently operates a vehicle may be required to pay for any damages, either to a person or property, caused by his or her negligence.  The injured party, known as the plaintiff, is required to prove that the defendant was negligent, that the negligence caused the accident, and that the accident caused the plaintiff’s injuries. 

As with other types of accidents, figuring out who is at fault in a traffic accident is a matter of deciding who was negligent.  In many cases, your instincts will tell you that a driver, cyclist or pedestrian acted carelessly, but not what rule or rules that person violated.  An attorney will look to a number of sources to help you determine who was at fault for your accident, such as police reports, state traffic laws, and witnesses. Courts look to a number of factors in determining whether a driver was negligent.  Some of these factors include, but are not limited to, the following: 

� 

Disobeying traffic signs or signals 
� 

Failing to signal while turning 
� 

Driving above or below the posted speed limit 
� 

Disregarding weather or traffic conditions 
� 

Failing to drive on the proper side of the road 
� 

Driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol 
OTHER CAUSES OF AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS: 

Reckless Driving
A driver may also be liable for an accident due to his or her intentional or reckless conduct.  A driver who is reckless is one who drives unsafely, with “willful and wanton disregard” for the probability that such driving may cause an accident.  A driver could be found reckless, for example, if he or she drives in a threatening or harassing manner out of “road rage” and causes an accident.  (Criminal charges will also stem from such behavior). Road rage is defined as “an assault with a motor vehicle or other dangerous weapon by the operator or passenger(s) of another motor vehicle or an assault precipitated by an incident that occurred on a roadway.”

Statistics compiled in 1997 by NHTSA and the American Automobile Association showed that almost 13,000 people had been injured or killed since 1990 in crashes caused by aggressive driving.  According to a NHTSA survey, more than 60 percent of drivers consider unsafe driving by others, including speeding, a major personal threat to themselves and their families.  About 30 percent of respondents said they felt their safety was threatened in the last month, while 67 percent felt this threat during the last year

Traffic safety and law enforcement organizations are renewing efforts to identify and penalize aggressive drivers - those who speed, tailgate, zip from lane to lane, flash headlights in frustration, and engage in other dangerous driving practices.  The NHTSA defines aggressive driving as a progression of unlawful driving actions such as: 

� 

Speeding – exceeding the posted limit or driving too fast for conditions
� 

Improper or excessive lane changing:  failing to signal intent, failing to see that movement can be made safely or 
� 

Improper passing – failing to signal intent, using an emergency lane to pass, or passing on the shoulder. 
If you are confronted by an aggressive driver, the NHTSA recommends that you take the following actions: 

� 

Get out of the way:  First and foremost, make every attempt to get out of his or her way. 
� 

Put your pride aside: Do not challenge the aggressive driver by speeding up or attempting to hold-your-own in your travel lane. 
� 

Avoid eye contact: Eye contact can sometimes enrage an aggressive driver. 
� 

Gestures:  Ignore gestures and refuse to return them. 
� 

Report serious aggressive driving: You or a passenger may call the police.  But, if you use a cell phone, pull over to a safe location. 
Drunk Driving
Every 30 minutes, someone in this country dies in an alcohol-related crash.  Last year alone, over one million people were injured in alcohol-related traffic crashes.  In a lawsuit arising from a drunk driving accident, in addition to the intoxicated driver being held liable for the injuries he or she caused, a bar or social host may be liable for damages if they served an obviously intoxicated guest, who then drove and caused an accident.  The fact that the person who served the intoxicated driver alcohol may be held liable does not relieve the intoxicated driver of liability, however.  Attorneys are aware of the many laws governing legal responsibility.  Call FREEMAN & CHIARTAS to help you identify who might be held responsible for your injuries, including people or businesses you might not have considered.  

Accidents That are Not Caused by the Drivers Involved
In certain cases, accidents are caused by factors unrelated to the conduct of any particular driver.  For example, an automobile accident may occur due to a defect in someone’s automobile.  In such a case, an automobile manufacturer or supplier may be responsible for injuries caused by a defect in the automobile under the law of product liability.  A product liability suit is a lawsuit brought against the seller of a product for selling a defective product that caused physical injury to a consumer or user.  If a manufacturer of a product creates a defective product - either in designing, manufacturing, or labeling the product - the manufacturer is liable for any injuries the product causes, regardless of whether the manufacturer was negligent. 

Another example of a situation where a driver may not be at fault for an accident is where a mechanic fails to properly repair a vehicle, and the failure causes an accident.  In such a case, the person who improperly repaired the automobile, and his employer, may be liable for the injuries sustained under the theory of negligence. 

Other factors, such as poorly maintained roads and malfunctioning traffic control signals can contribute to cause an accident as well.  Improper design, maintenance, construction, signage, lighting or other highway defects, including poorly placed trees and utility poles, can also cause serious accidents.  In cases such as this, government entities may be potential defendants.  Special rules apply to claims and lawsuits brought against governmental bodies, however, and good legal advice is critical to preserving and winning such claims. 

In many of the above cases, it is important that measures be taken to promptly preserve evidence and investigate the accident in question.  Depending upon the complexity of the accident or injuries, a thorough physical evaluation or involvement of an expert witness can be helpful.  Because an attorney can best help you accomplish all of these things, if you have been involved in an automobile accident, it is strongly recommended that you contact an attorney to evaluate your case as soon as possible.  Call FREEMAN & CHIARTAS now for a FREE no obligation case  evaluation. 


GENERAL RULES FOR PROVING FAULT IN ACCIDENTS
There are some general rules used to decide who is at fault for an accident and their resulting property damage and lost wages and injuries.  It’s easy to say that the person or business that caused an accident must pay for your injuries.  But before you get to that point, you must determine who was legally at fault.  Many  insurance companies would like you to think that legal responsibility, called “liability,” for an accident is a complicated question.  However, the answer usually requires nothing more than good common sense and aggressive legal representation.  Obviously there are cases where liability is an issue requiring complex scientific reconstruction of the events causing the accident.

Determining Legal Liability
Liability revolves around the simple fact that most accidents happen because someone was careless – or “negligent.”  To this carelessness, the law applies a basic rule: If one person involved in an accident was less careful than another, the less careful one must pay for at least a portion of the damages suffered by the more careful one.  Legal liability for almost all accidents is determined by this rule of carelessness, and by one or more of the following simple propositions:

If the injured person was where he or she was not supposed to be, or somewhere he or she should have expected the kind of activity which caused the accident, the person who caused the accident might not be liable because that person had no “duty” to be careful toward the injured person. 

If the injured person was also careless, his or her compensation may be reduced by the extent such carelessness was also responsible for the accident.  This is known as comparative negligence. 

If a negligent person causes an accident while working for someone else, the employer may also be legally responsible for the accident. 

If an accident is caused on property that is dangerous because it is poorly built or maintained, the owner of the property is liable for being careless in maintaining the property, regardless of whether he or she actually created the dangerous condition. 

If an accident is caused by a defective product, the manufacturer and seller of the product are both liable even if the injured person doesn’t know which one was careless in creating or allowing the defect, or exactly how the defect happened.  Each state also has codified the “rules of the road” that may apply to certain situations.  A violation of one of these statutory rules creates a rebuttable presumption that the person who violated the rule (law) is responsible for the accident.

When More Than One Person Is at Fault
When there is more than one person responsible for an accident -- for example, if several careless drivers cause a wreck -- the law in most states provides that any one of the careless parties is responsible for compensating you fully for your injuries.  In West Virginia this legal principle is called joint and severable liability.  In many instances the responsible parties must then decide between themselves whether one should reimburse the others. 

Joint and Several Liability provides an accident victim with a couple of important advantages.  If one liable person is insured and the other is not, you can make your claim against the insured person for the full amount.  Even if both are insured, depending upon the level of damages you may only need to settle your claim with only one insurance company.  Initially, everyone you think might be responsible should be contacted and notified that you may file a claim for damages against their insurance.  Then, depending upon what you discover about how the accident happened, or on which insurance company takes responsibility, you can pursue a claim against one or more.

How Your Own Carelessness Affects Your Claim
Even if you were careless and partly caused an accident, in most states you can still get at least some compensation from anyone else who was also careless and partly responsible for the accident.  The amount of the other person’s liability for the accident is determined by comparing his or her carelessness with your own.  The percentage of liability determines the percentage of the resulting damages he or she must pay.  This rule is referred to as comparative negligence.  In West Virginia comparative negligence would work as follows:

Example 

John was in a car accident in which he stopped short and was hit from behind.  If the other person had been 100% at fault, John’s medical bills and lost income would entitle him to $1,000.  However, the police accident report notes that John stopped short because one of a group of children next to a school looked as if he was going to dart into the street.  The insurance company for the person whose car hit John from behind points out that John should have been going slowly enough in the school area to be able to stop without having to slam on his brakes.

In this case, not going slowly enough may have made John about 10% negligent.  Because of this, the person who hit him is not liable to John for the full compensation of $1,000, but for only $900 (100% liability minus John’s 10% liability = 90% liability).

There is no formula for arriving at a precise number for a person’s comparative carelessness.  During claim negotiations, you and an insurance adjuster will discuss all the factors that might have resulted in the accident.  Then the question of your own carelessness goes into the negotiating hopper along with all the other factors that determine how much your claim is worth – such as the seriousness of your injury and the amount of your medical bills.  An aggressive, experienced lawyer can help reduce or eliminate your share of responsibility, thereby increasing the amount you can recover. 

State Restrictions on Recovering Compensation if You Were Careless 

Comparative negligence is applied in three slightly different ways, depending on the state where the accident occurred.  The more generous states allow you to recover compensation for your injuries in an amount based on the other person’s fault no matter how great your own fault was (this is called a “pure” comparative fault state).  Most states, including West Virginia however, use a slightly more restrictive rule under which you can’t recover anything if your own carelessness was 50% or more responsible for the accident.  Several conservative states don’t allow you to recover anything at all if your fault is any more than minimal compared to the others involved - or, worse, if your own carelessness contributed in any way to the accident (those states such as Virginia are called strict “contributory negligence” states).


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS REGARDING MOTOR VEHICLE LIABILITY INSURANCE

What is liability insurance?

If a driver is at fault in a car accident, liability insurance pays for the damages that he/she caused to someone else.  It does not pay for his/her own damages.  There are two kinds of liability insurance: bodily injury and property damage.  Bodily injury expenses include medical bills, rehabilitation expenses, and lost wages.  Property damage expenses include the repair or replacement of any items belonging to another person that are damaged or destroyed.  Virtually every state requires some level of liability coverage  In West Virginia the minimum liability insurance coverage is $20,000 per person; $40,000 per accident.

Who is usually covered by automobile liability insurance?

Liability insurance usually covers the following people: 

� 

Named insured.  This is the person or people named in the policy, no matter what car they are driving. 
� 

Spouse.  Even if the spouse of the named insured is not named on a policy, liability insurance almost always covers him or her, unless the couple does not live together. 
� 

Other relative.  This refers to anyone living in the household with the named insured who is related to the insured by blood, marriage or adoption, usually including a legal ward or foster child. 
� 

Anyone driving the insured vehicle with permission.  Someone who steals your car is usually not covered (an exception may be if you leave your keys in the car allowing it to be accessible). 
Which vehicles are normally covered under an auto insurance liability policy?

� 

Named vehicles.  An accident in a non-named vehicle is covered only if a named insured (see above) was driving. 
� 

Added vehicles.  This includes any vehicle with which the named insured replaces the original named vehicle, and any additional vehicle the named insured owns during the policy period (you may be required to notify the company of the new or different vehicle within 30 days after you acquire it). 
� 

Temporary vehicles.  A temporary vehicle is any vehicle, including a rental vehicle, that substitutes for an insured vehicle that is out of use because it needs repair or service, or has been destroyed. 
� 

Household Vehicles.  A vehicle that is owned by another member of the household where you are a resident may also provide insurance coverage for your injuries. 
What is uninsured or underinsured motorist coverage?

Uninsured or underinsured motorist coverage (UM coverage) pays for your injuries if you are struck by a hit-and-run driver or by someone who does not have adequate insurance -- either because they have no coverage or because they do not have enough coverage -- to pay for your injuries.  Normally, this type of coverage is limited to bodily injury, and it will not pay for damage to your vehicle or for other types of property damage.  To get that kind of coverage, you will have to add collision coverage to your policy. 

Who is usually included in my uninsured/underinsured motorist coverage?

Most UM coverage will pay up to your policy’s UM limits for injuries caused to: 

� 

you or a relative who lives with you, while a driver or passenger in the vehicle named in your UM insurance policy or any other vehicle, or while a pedestrian; 
� 

anyone else driving your insured vehicle with your permission, and 
� 

anyone else riding in the vehicle named in your insurance policy, or in any other vehicle you are driving but which you do not own. 
What are the limits on my ability to collect under an uninsured/underinsured motorist provision?

UM coverage usually limits your ability to collect – and the amount you receive – as follows: 

If your accident involves a hit-and-run driver, unless you are seriously injured you should notify the police within 24 hours of the accident. 

If your accident involves a hit-and-run driver, the driver’s car must have actually hit you (known as the “contact requirement”) – being forced off the road by a driver who disappears is not sufficient (unless you have an independent witness who will verify your statement). 

Any amounts you receive from your UM coverage may be reduced by any amounts you receive under other insurance coverage, such as your personal medical insurance or any applicable workers’ compensation coverage (known as “subrogation”). 

If you or a relative are injured by an uninsured motorist while you are in someone else’s car, your UM coverage will be secondary to the UM coverage of that other car’s owner. 

What is collision coverage?

Collision coverage will pay for the repairs to your own vehicle if you are the one who is at fault in the accident.  (Ideally, if the other party is at fault in the accident, their property damage liability insurance will pay for the repairs to your car.)  Collision coverage is usually the most expensive type of auto insurance.  Before choosing this kind of coverage, assess the value of your car to make sure it is worth the amount you will be paying in premiums.  An insurance company will usually give you only the actual cash value of your car and not the amount that you will have to spend to replace your car. 

What is comprehensive coverage?

Comprehensive coverage pays for damage to your car that was caused by events other than a car accident.  Covered events can include theft, fire, vandalism, natural disasters -- even hitting a deer.  Comprehensive coverage, like collision coverage, usually insures only the actual value of your car and not the replacement value.  Before choosing this kind of coverage, check the value of your car.  If your car has an extremely low value, paying the high premiums of comprehensive coverage may not be advisable. 

How do I determine the actual value of my car?

The actual value of your car is the amount that your car was worth at the time that it was damaged or destroyed.  Unless your car is brand new or a collector’s item, this value is usually less than the replacement value -- that is, what it would cost to repair damages to your vehicle with materials of similar kind and quality.  You can find the actual value of your car by going to a library or bookstore and referring to a Kelley Blue Book.  You can also do this on line (internet) at www.kbb.com or www.edmunds.com.


Is There a Defective Product Claim Hidden in Your Auto Accident?
Product liability claims may be hidden in motor vehicle accident cases.  If you don’t know what to look for, you can easily miss a products case and mistakenly assume that your injuries were the result of the accident’s severity.  Use the following checklist in assessing whether your case might warrant further investigation:

� 

Consider a stability case if your vehicle rolled over while on a paved, smooth, and dry roadway and there are no “tripping mechanisms” such as curbs or potholes.
� 

Consider a tire-defect case if a tire failure leads to loss of control and causes an accident.
� 

Consider a fuel-fed fire case if an occupant is seriously injured by fire and there are no other life-threatening injuries.
� 

Consider a seat-belt defect case if any of these factors apply:

º 
A seat-belt comes undone during an accident.

º 
A belted passenger is ejected from a vehicle.

º 
The belted occupant is seriously injured, yet the occupant compartment is intact.

º 
The seat-belt mounts have broken free during the accident.

� 

Consider an air-bag case if the air-bag deployed in a low speed accident or failed to deploy when there was obvious damage to the front of the vehicle.
� 

Consider a crashworthiness case if any of these factors apply:
º 
If a door or liftgate is open after the accident and an occupant is ejected.

º 
The windshield is missing, allowing the occupant to be ejected.

º 
The seat backs have collapsed.

º 
There is significant intrusion of the vehicle into the occupant compartment.

How does the insurance claims process work?
The claims process usually proceeds in predictable steps.  Before you file a claim, you or your attorney will notify people who may be responsible for the accident that you have been hurt and intend to file a claim for your injuries. 

Next, after you and/or your attorney have taken time to thoroughly investigate your claim by gathering evidence, establishing who is responsible for the accident, estimating what your claim is worth, and planning good arguments, your attorney will write a formal demand letter and submit it to the insurance company of the person he/she believes is responsible for your injuries.  (This may include your own insurance company – for example, if you are covered by a no-fault automobile policy or need to make a claim for uninsured or underinsured motorist coverage.) From there, he/she will engage in informal negotiations with the insurance company.  The key to receiving a fair settlement is for your attorney to make sure you have completed the medical  treatment you need and knows what if any permanent effects your injury may have in the future, and how it will effect your work life and/or your normal daily enjoyment of life (including your hobbies and activities).  For this reason alone you need an experienced, aggressive attorney to maximize the amount you are entitled to recover.  

Sometimes your attorney may be dealing with a stubborn or unreasonable claims adjuster or insurance company.  If that is the case, your claim may have to go to trial.  In West Virginia you may also have a direct cause of action against the insurance company of they use improper settlement tactics such as delaying the claim or offering you a settlement far less than you case is worth.  Only an experienced lawyer with extensive knowledge of insurance matters should assist you in this type of case.  FREEMAN & CHIARTAS has over 45 years combined experience in insurance related matters.  Just give us a call.


What guidelines should I follow when another person’s insurance company calls me to talk about my injuries?
After you notify others that you have been hurt in an accident and intend to file an injury claim, you may receive phone calls from one or more insurance companies that want to talk to you about what happened.  These first conversations may occur before you notify anyone of a claim or even before hire you an attorney.  If that happens, make sure you follow the tips below: 

� 

Remain calm and polite
� 

Identify the person you’re speaking with, the company he or she represents and the person who is insured
� 

Give limited personal information (your name, address and phone number is sufficient)
� 

Do not give details about the accident or your injuries
� 

Resist any push to settle your claim immediately
� 

Set limits on further phone contact
� 

Take notes about any important information you received during the phone call, as well as whatever information you gave to or requests you made of the insurance adjuster. 
Remembering these important rues will help you maintain your chances of receiving a good settlement for your injury claim.  If you are contacted by an insurance adjuster after you have hired an attorney, notify your attorney immediately.  Your attorney will arrange any discussions with the insurance company and provide them with any information requested. 

How do insurance companies decide how much they’ll pay to compensate someone for an injury?
While the final payment figure depends on negotiations with the injured person, insurance companies and lawyers do use a formula to calculate a range of compensation for an injury.  In general, if you’ve been injured you can expect to be reimbursed for: 

� 

medical care
� 

lost income
� 

temporary and permanent pain and other physical discomfort
� 

loss of family, social and educational experiences
In calculating the range of compensation, a claims adjuster begins with the medical expenses.  Then the intangibles – pain and other non-economic losses – are added in by multiplying the medical expenses by 1.5 to 2 times if the injuries are relatively minor, and up to 5 times if the injuries are more significant.  The multiplier can go still higher – sometimes as much as 10 times medical expenses – if the injuries are particularly painful, serious or long-lasting.  Finally, lost income is added to that amount.  Insurance companies deny that they still use this multiplying factor but our experience tells us that the multiplier a routine insurance settlement tactic.
  

Will my health insurance coverage or paid sick-leave from work limit my compensation for an accident?
The fact that your insurance company, rather than you yourself, may have paid for your medical expenses is not relevant to your right to recover medical expenses from another party (in West Virginia this is called the “collateral source rule”.)  The same goes for whether your time lost from work was covered by sick leave or vacation pay.  In fact, it is improper for an adjuster even to ask about such payments.  You paid for your health insurance and earned your sick leave or vacation pay; now the insurance for the person who caused the accident has to pay.  Your own health insurance, however, may require that, out of your settlement, you reimburse it for some or all of the amounts it has paid to treat your injuries (subrogation)  Experienced counsel can help limit many subrogation claims thereby increasing the amount you actually recover for your injuries. 


CONCLUSION
Motor Vehicle accidents can and do happen to innocent people everyday. When they do many people are suddenly find themselves in an unfamiliar, confusing and often intimidating world.  Don’t let your legal rights become the next victim of your accident.  A hasty or ill advised signature could shatter your right to fair compensation from an insurance company.  Before you sign any documents or release forms after an accident, call us for experienced aggressive legal help.  While insurance company representatives may tell you that they are a “good neighbor” or that you are in “good hands”, many times nothing could be further from the truth.  YOU HAVE AN ABSOLUTE RIGHT TO BE FAIRLY COMPENSATED FOR YOUR INJURIES, LOST WAGES AND PAIN AND SUFFERING AND FREEMAN & CHIARTAS CAN HELP YOU GET IT.
WHAT CAN FREEMAN & CHIARTAS OFFER YOU?
If you have read this report then you or someone you know has been injured in an automobile accident.  The questions you are probably asking yourself are, “Do I have a meritorious motor vehicle accident case?  And if so, what should I do to make sure I get compensation I am entitled to?”  Freeman & Chiartas offers a free, no obligation one hour consultation to review your case with you.  What you need to do is call now while this report and your questions are still fresh in your mind.  When you take that important step, we will give you one free hour of our time, with no cost or obligation.  Making the call may assist you in protecting your rights while maximizing the value potential of your case.

During your free in-office consultation, you will meet with a Freeman & Chiartas lawyer, not a secretary or paralegal, who will go over the specific facts of your motor vehicle accident case.  We will review any documents, photographs, medical records, or other information you bring with you.  Once we have a clear understanding of the facts, we’ll give you a professional opinion about your case, including your chances of recovery.  We will be realistic in our approach and won’t simply tell you what we think you want to hear.  We will tell you the positives and negatives about your case, keeping in mind that every case is different.  We’ll also explain your legal rights and discuss with you the entire legal process, step by step.  We will also tell you what steps need to be taken to prove your side of the case.  You will leave our office with peace of mind.

One thing we won’t do and beware of the lawyer who does...we won’t give you an opinion of what your case is worth.  It is impossible at the time of an initial consultation to give you an accurate dollar evaluation of your case.  Any lawyer must first be able to prove the facts of your case (establishing negligence against the another party) and have a complete understanding of your injuries, past and future medical bills, past and future lost wages, and other damages.  Any lawyer who does tell you the value of your case right up front, is simply trying to impress you with a dollar amount in the hope that you will hire him/her.

When you leave our office you will know what to expect in the coming weeks and months and you’ll be more knowledgeable and confident about your future.  We will also discuss  not only what we can do for you, but if you hire us how the fees and expenses will be handled.  At Freeman & Chiartas we are dedicated to providing you with prompt, competent, affordable legal services, giving each client the time and attention they deserve.
WHEN YOU CALL AND SCHEDULE YOUR FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION, WE WILL IMMEDIATELY SEND YOU A FREE CHECKLIST ENTITLED:

T 

Preparing to Meet with Your Attorney After a Motor Vehicle Accident
WHEN YOU COME IN FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATION MEETING, YOU WILL ALSO RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING  BONUS REPORTS ABSOLUTELY FREE!

T 

Do’s and Don’ts:  Insurance Claims
T 

What To Do If You Are In An Accident 
Following your free consultation and objective case analysis, the next step is up to you.  You are still under no obligation to hire Freeman & Chiartas as your attorneys.  However, because we do our best to give our clients the personal attention they deserve, we must limit the number of free consultations to 8 per week.  These consultations are scheduled on a first come, first serve basis.  So, be sure to contact our office before the deadline stamped below.  When you do you will receive your free no obligation  consultation and the Bonus Reports.  But please respond promptly before time runs out!
	CAUTION!


WEST VIRGINIA LAWS REGARDING MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS AND INSURANCE ARE CONSTANTLY CHANGING.  CONSULT IMMEDIATELY WITH AN EXPERIENCED, AGGRESSIVE ATTORNEY BEFORE YOU DO ANYTHING THAT WILL DAMAGE YOUR RIGHT TO COMPENSATION.


	WARNING !


MANY PEOPLE ACCIDENTALLY GIVE AWAY THEIR RIGHTS TO FAIR COMPENSATION AFTER AN AUTO ACCIDENT.  PROTECT YOURSELF FROM MORE PROBLEMS AND GET THE COMPENSATION YOU DESERVE BY SPEAKING WITH AN AGGRESSIVE, EXPERIENCED ATTORNEY AT FREEMAN & CHIARTAS.


	STOP!!


DON’T LET A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE AT FAULT DRIVER’S INSURANCE COMPANY TRY TO PRESSURE YOU INTO DOING OR SIGNING ANYTHING UNTIL YOU SPEAK WITH A LAWYER WHO HAS EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE WORKING WITH INSURANCE COMPANIES AND IS DEDICATED TO PROTECTING YOUR RIGHTS !!!


Call FREEMAN & CHIARTAS for a FREE glove box copy of “What To Do If You Are In An Accident” (this handy brochure also contains an accident information form and section to diagram the accident). 


	DANGER!!


DON’T EXPECT THE INSURANCE COMPANY FOR THE AT FAULT DRIVER TO TELL YOU THE TRUTH ABOUT YOUR ENTITLEMENT TO COMPENSATION.  YOUR MOST IMPORTANT DEFENSE TO AVOID BEING RIPPED OFF BY AN INSURANCE COMPANY IS TO HIRE A COMPETENT, EXPERIENCED, DEDICATED, STRONG WILLED ATTORNEY !





�How Insurance Companies Settle Cases, Chapter 2, pp. 20 and 23 §240, and Chapter 7, p. 9 §710; Clinton E. Miller; James Publishing Group; Santa Ana, CA; 1989
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